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  Table 11.1  	� Top 10 Companies or Groups Spending over $1 Million on Lobbying in  
Texas, 2013

Client Interest Group Maximum Value of Contracts

AT&T Corp. Communications $8,225,000 

Energy Future Holdings Corp. Energy/Natural Resources $3,305,000 

American Electric Power Energy/Natural Resources $2,400,000 

Oncor Electric Delivery Co., LLC Energy/Natural Resources $2,000,000 

CenterPoint Energy Energy/Natural Resources $1,885,000 

TX Medical Assn. Health $1,470,000 

Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson Lawyers & Lobbyists $1,430,000 

TX Trial Lawyers Assn. Lawyers & Lobbyists $1,400,000 

TX Oil & Gas Assn. Energy/Natural Resources $1,290,000 

Centene Corp. (Superior Healthplan) Health $1,260,000

Source: Texans for Public Justice, “Austin’s Oldest Profession: Texas’ Top Lobby Clients and Those Who Service Them,” September 11, 2014, http://info.tpj.org/
reports/pdf/Oldest2013WithCover.pdf (accessed September 11, 2014). 

the food and beverage service sector does business. The THA’s mission statement 
calls for the repeal of the state law that requires distilled spirits to be purchased only 
from a retail store.

In contrast, public interest groups pursue noneconomic policies on behalf 
of the general public (even if not all members of the general public agree on the 
issues, policies, or solutions). For example, Texans for Public Justice attempts to 
promote better government by scrutinizing campaign finance and lobbying, while 
Texans for Lawsuit Reform (TLR) seeks to reduce the abuse of the legal system. 
Some single-issue interest groups might also be considered public interest groups 
since the issue their members are grouped around is one that impacts the public in 
general. For example, the Texas Right to Life Committee and the Texas Abortion 
and Reproductive Rights Action League focus their efforts primarily on the issue of 
abortion, while the Texas State Rifle Association and Texans for Gun Safety square 
off over gun rights.

Another type of interest is other governments, often referred to as the intergov-
ernmental lobby, in which different levels of government lobby each other. As a state, 
Texas sits in the middle of the intergovernmental lobby, lobbying the national gov-
ernment and being lobbied by cities, counties, and school districts. For example, the 
cities of Austin and Houston spent about $1 million each on lobbying in 2013, while 
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority of Harris County spent about $485,000 on 
its own lobbying effort. In addition, the state is lobbied on behalf of state institutions, 

Public interest groups
organizations that pursue 
noneconomic policies on behalf 
of the general public, even if all 
members of the general public 
do not agree on these issues or 
policies.

Single-issue interest groups
groups usually organized around 
one side of a single issue, such as 
pro-choice or anti-abortion groups.

Intergovernmental lobby
the lobbying that occurs between 
different levels of government, 
such as between the state and 
national government or between 
local governments and the state 
government.
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